
WHALE AND DOLPHIN  
CONSERVATION WILL GUIDE
Helpful information for leaving a special gift



Choosing to leave a gift in your Will is an 
amazing way to support a cause close to your 
heart. It’s also a big decision. 

Naturally, you’ll want to ensure your loved ones 
are taken care of before you consider leaving a 
legacy to charity. We wouldn’t have it any other 
way. Once you’re happy you’ve made provision 
for your family, we’d be extremely grateful if 
you’d consider leaving a special gift in your Will 
to WDC. 

This short guide offers practical help, 
information and advice for leaving a gift in your 
Will. If you’d like to speak to us about leaving a 
gift, please do get in touch. 

Call: 01249 449 500 
Email: legacies@whales.org

mailto:legacies%40whales.org?subject=


GIVE HOPE FOR  
GENERATIONS TO COME
Whales and dolphins face many dangers. 
Perhaps more than ever before: agonising  
death from hunting or entanglement in fishing 
gear, capture for life in a tank, being driven from 
their homes by oil and gas exploration, plastic 
pollution and other human-made threats. These 
dangers won’t just go away. Without positive 
action today, whales and dolphins will suffer  
for generations.

We’re working hard to build a future where 
every whale and dolphin is safe and free.  
We hope that you will help us build it.

A gift in your Will could make 
a huge difference to future 
generations
Leave a gift in your Will to us today, and we’ll 
use your support to protect whales and dolphins 
all over the world. This is important for all life, 
because without healthy numbers of whales 
and dolphins in our oceans, the environmental 
repercussions could be devastating. 

£1,000 could help persuade the UK government 
to create protected areas in our ocean where 
whales and dolphins could thrive.

£10,000 could enable us to share our expertise 
in order to establish sanctuaries where captive 
whales and dolphins can be moved to natural 
settings, or back into the wild.

£50,000 could help ensure whales and dolphins 
are recognised internationally in their vital role  
of securing and maintaining a healthy  

planet and position them as symbols of 
conservation hope for the 21st Century.

£100,000 could help us save the critically 
endangered humpback dolphin from extinction, 
working with West African governments to stop 
these dolphins from being killed for human 
consumption.

What a gift your Will could help us achieve:



HOW CAN A GIFT IN  
MY WILL HELP?
A gift today will help us be here tomorrow. 
It’s that simple. With your support, we’ll keep 
fighting for the wellbeing of the world’s whales 
and dolphins, in several vital ways:

• Whales and dolphins need healthy seas in 
which to travel, feed, breed, socialise and raise 
their young. We work to create protected areas 
where they are free from threats like fishing 
gear, hunting and plastic pollution. 

• Commercial whaling is alive and well, with 
defenceless whales and dolphins slaughtered 
in their thousands every year. It has to stop. 
We’re working hard to expose this suffering, 
educate communities and campaign against 
this senseless killing.

• Fishing nets are the greatest threat to whales 
and dolphins, with thousands upon thousands 
killed in them every year. With your support, 
we can lobby governments for tougher laws, 
help to innovate new ways in which to fish, and 
campaign to save species being driven  
to extinction.

• Kidnapped, imprisoned and forced to perform 
– life in captivity is a bleak and distressing 

existence. Yet marine parks around the world 
continue to exploit whales and dolphins. We’re 
fighting to stop their capture, end the demand 
and create sanctuaries.   

How your gift could help save 
whales and dolphins – and  
our planet

When you save a whale, you do more than 
save a life; you help preserve all life on our 
planet. That’s because whales play a crucial 
part in supporting microscopic plants called 
phytoplankton to flourish. These little plants 
absorb millions of tonnes of carbon from the 
atmosphere, and are hugely important in the 
fight against climate change.

Together, we can bring about real and lasting 
protection for whales and dolphins. A gift in 
your Will to WDC costs you nothing now, but 
gives us the promise of the help we’ll need in 
years to come – to keep fighting for the lives 
and freedom of whales and dolphins.

Please consider leaving a gift to 
WDC in your Will today.



“ I FEEL VERY 
STRONGLY THAT 
THE FIGHT MUST 
GO ON, HOWEVER 
LONG IT TAKES”  
Michael, legator

Did you know?  
In their lifetime, one great whale captures 

as much carbon dioxide as 30,000 trees.



WHAT KIND OF GIFT  
CAN I GIVE?
There are several kinds of gift you can include 
in a new or existing Will in favour of WDC. It’s 
entirely up to you which you choose to give,  
and for what amount. All gifts are welcome at 
WDC, and play a vital role in helping to fund our 
future work.

Here are the types of gift you can make:

Pecuniary Gift 
If you like the idea of leaving a fixed sum of 
money in your Will to WDC, opt for a pecuniary 
gift. This can be for any amount and should 
be clearly stated in your Will. See our ‘useful 
wording’ section on the next page.

Specific Gift 
Instead of money, you can leave an item of 
value to WDC. This could be anything from a 
piece of jewellery or a painting, to a car or even 
your house. This is called a specific gift.

Residuary Gift 
Many people choose to make provision for their 
family and friends first, and quite rightly so. 
Once bills have been paid and specific sums of 
money or items of value set aside for your loved 
ones, the remainder or ‘residue’ can be donated 
to WDC. This is called a residuary gift.

If you’d like to speak to us about leaving a gift in  
your Will to WDC, please call us on 01249 449 500  
or email legacies@whales.org

mailto:email%20legacies%40whales.org?subject=


“IT MAKES ME FEEL  
SO GOOD KNOWING 

THAT A PORTION OF MY 
ESTATE WILL EVENTUALLY 

LOOK AFTER THESE 
WONDERFUL CREATURES”

Carol, legator



USEFUL WORDING
Depending on which kind of gift you would 
like to leave to WDC, we suggest the 
following wording:

Pecuniary Gift 
I give to WDC, Whale and Dolphin Conservation, 
Registered Charity No. 1014705 (England and 
Wales) and SC040231 (Scotland), of Brookfield 
House, 38 St Paul Street, Chippenham, Wiltshire, 
SN15 1LJ, the sum of £[ ] to be used by WDC 
at its discretion. I declare that the receipt of the 
finance director, or appropriate officer, shall be a 
complete discharge to my executors.

Specific Gift 
I give to WDC, Whale and Dolphin Conservation, 
Registered Charity No. 1014705 (England and 
Wales) and SC040231 (Scotland), of Brookfield 
House, 38 St Paul Street, Chippenham, 
Wiltshire, SN15 1LJ, the gift of [specified 
item] to be used by WDC at its discretion. I 
declare that the receipt of the finance director, 
or appropriate officer, shall be a complete 
discharge to my executors.

Residuary Gift 
I give to WDC, Whale and Dolphin Conservation, 
Registered Charity No. 1014705 (England and 
Wales) and SC040231 (Scotland), of Brookfield 
House, 38 St Paul Street, Chippenham, 
Wiltshire, SN15 1LJ, the residue (or % share of 
the residue) of my estate to be used by WDC at 
its discretion. I declare that the receipt of the 
finance director, or appropriate officer, shall be 
a complete discharge to my executors.

Did you know? 
On average, gifts in Wills account for 20%  
of our income every year.



“IT WILL BE  
A PRIVILEGE TO  
LEAVE A GIFT IN  

MY WILL TO HELP 
PROTECT WHALES  
AND DOLPHINS”

Brian, legator



IMPORTANT  
INFORMATION ABOUT  
INHERITANCE TAX
If your estate (the property and money you 
leave behind when you die) exceeds the 
threshold of £325,000, set by  
HMRC, it will be subject to inheritance tax at 
the rate of 40%. However, charitable gifts in 
a Will are tax exempt, which means that a gift 
to WDC could help reduce the tax inheritance 
on your estate. We recommend discussing tax 
implications with your solicitor. If you would like 
to talk to us about leaving a gift in your Will, 
please get in touch.

Call: 01249 449 500 
Email: legacies@whales.org

mailto:legacies%40whales.org?subject=


CODICIL
If you already have a Will, you can make a simple addition called a codicil on a separate piece of 
paper. This needs to be witnessed and kept with your Will. We highly recommend that you ask a 
solicitor to help you when drawing up any legal document.
Here is some suggested wording to take to your solicitor:

I (full name)

Of (address)

declare this to be a Codicil to my Will dated (date of will in words)

which is lodged with (address of solicitor/bank)

In addition to any legacies in my said Will I give to WDC, Whale and Dolphin Conservation, 
Registered Charity No. 1014705 (England and Wales) and SC040231 (Scotland), of Brookfield 
House, 38 St Paul Street, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 1LJ, the sum of (in figures and words) 

 pounds OR a  % share of my residuary estate OR a specific gift 
  to be used by WDC at its discretion.

I declare that the receipt of the finance director, or appropriate officer, shall be a complete discharge to 
my executors.

Signed by the above named  
as a Codicil of his/her Will.    Date  

Witnessed by the following persons who have signed their names in the presence of each other and of 
the person named above:

1st witness signature                 Witness name

Address  

Occupation              Date

2nd witness signature                 Witness name

Address  

Occupation              Date



Call: 01249 449 500 
Visit: whales.org/legacies 
Email: legacies@whales.org
Brookfield House, 38 St Paul Street, Chippenham,  
Wiltshire, SN15 1LJ

WDC is a company limited by guarantee.  
Registered charity No. 1014705 (England and Wales). 
Registered charity No. SCO40231 (Scotland).

Photo credits: Evoultion breaching - WDC, Megan Hockin-Bennett, Gary Bell_
OceanwideImages.com, Vanessa Mignon, WDC_Charlie Phillips, Scott Portelli.
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